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David Rudolph’s life literally illustrates 
Proverbs 3:5-6: Trust in HaShem with 

all your heart...and He shall direct your 
paths. Those paths have taken him from 
the Washington D.C. area of his youth, to 
Tokyo and Kyoto, back to Maryland, then to 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in 
Massachusetts, to Cambridge University in 
England, to Los Angeles, and now to Tikvat 
Israel Messianic Synagogue in Richmond, 
Virginia, where he serves as the Senior Rabbi.
 But there is no doubt that David is, 
first and foremost, a man who deeply loves 
his wife and three daughters. His face lights 
up whenever he speaks, in his characteristic 
gentle tones, about his wife Harumi, or 
any of his three daughters—Hana, Elisa 
and Miryam. He is also highly regarded by 
his colleagues. “David Rudolph is a valued 
friend and colleague,” Messianic Rabbi Russ 
Resnik comments. I especially appreciate his 
ability to combine deep scholarship with a 
warm and approachable personal style.”
 Of the many aspects of David’s life, this 
article will focus on how God led him, step 
by step, into the world of scholarship. One 
result of this journey is the newly published 
Zondervan book, Introduction to Messianic 
Judaism (IMJ) that David co-edited with Dr. 
Joel Willitts. “IMJ comes out of the central 
questions from my childhood until now,” 
David reflects.
 Entering Messianic Judaism at age 
seven, when David’s father came to believe 
in Yeshua, the need to explain this became an 
ongoing challenge. As a youngster, a teenager, 
an adult and also as a young congregational 
leader, David wrestled with Messianic Jewish 
identity: What is Messianic Judaism? What 
are Messianic Jewish congregations? What 
does it mean to be a Jewish person who 
believes in Yeshua? What is the difference 
between Judaism and Messianic Judaism and 
between Christianity and Messianic Judaism? 
 David grew up as a member of Beth 
Messiah, Maryland, but also went to a local 
Conservative synagogue with his mother. 
“Just before my bar mitzvah,” recalls David, 
“the rabbi asked me, ‘David, I know your dad 
is a Messianic Jew and belongs to that other 
synagogue. Your mom is a Conservative Jew 
who attends our synagogue. What are you?’ 
I said to the rabbi: ‘I think Yeshua is the 
Messiah and that we missed it as a people, 
but I’m a Jew and I think God wants me to 
continue to live as a Jew.’”
 He explains, “This was the first time 
someone had probed that deeply into what 
I believed. I meant what I said, but my life 
over the next few years was that of a typical 
teenager.” The Bible his father gave him stayed 
close by; it was a prop for his alarm clock, 
gathering a prodigious amount of dust.
 “At 16, I came to the realization of 
my own sins, the emptiness of life without 
God, and reflected on what it would mean 
to welcome God into my life,” David 
recollects. “I really resonated with the lyrics 
of The Logical Song by a group named Super 
Tramp. The whole song leads up to one 
statement: ‘Please tell me who I am.’ That 
was my prayer to the Lord.
  “One night when I was thinking about 
these bigger questions I took the Bible from 
under my alarm clock, scraped off the dust, 
randomly opened it up to Hebrews 11 and 

read the passage about faith. The words 
jumped off the page into my heart. I began 
tearing up, and I sensed that the Lord had 
entered my room. I had an awareness that his 
Spirit came into me. It was like an oil change. 
All the junk was being squeezed out of me. 
This lasted for several hours, and then God’s 
presence left.” 
 The next morning David was a changed 
person. He brought his Bible to school 
and read it every chance he could get. In 
his predominantly Jewish high school, he 
formed a club that conducted Bible studies, 
even though it was very controversial. “This 
was the beginning of my awareness that God 
wanted to use me.” 
 Meanwhile, David greatly enjoyed 
studying Japanese language and culture in 
high school. He had a vision to go to Japan 
for undergraduate work in Japanese studies, 
then get an American business degree and 
bring the two together for international 
business.
 David was accepted into the 
undergraduate program at Sophia University 
in Tokyo. His aunt had been traveling in 
Japan and came across the Beit Shalom 
House run by a Japanese Christian group 
that loved the Jewish people and prayed for 
them three times a day. She was so impressed 
with them that she told David he must meet 
this group. He was surprised that his aunt 
would encourage him to see a group of 
Christians because she was not at all positive 
about his Messianic Jewish faith.
 During college, David traveled from 
Tokyo to Kyoto to visit the Beit Shalom 
House. He personally encountered the 
amazing love for the Jewish people 
demonstrated by the Christians of Beit 
Shalom House and discovered there was a 
seminary connected with it. “I was struck 
with the idea that you could devote your life 
to studying God’s Word and felt envious of 
the seminary students.” Coming in contact 
with the Beit Shalom Christians had also 
stirred the question in him: ‘How much do I 
love my own people?’ 
 On the ride back to Tokyo with a pastor, 
they came to a fork in the road. “I felt the 
Lord was saying, ‘This is your life right now.’ 
I could continue, with God’s blessing, toward 
international business, but I felt that the other 
road, to serve the Messianic Jewish community, 
was God’s higher will for me. I said to the 
Lord, ‘I will follow You down that road.’”
 After that decision, there were many 
questions about whether to go back to the 
States, or perhaps to Israel. David decided 
to first attend the seminary in Kyoto for 
a semester or two. It turned out to be a 
very formative experience. The seminary’s 
founder took David in like a disciple. He had 
established about 100 churches in Japan yet 
met with David several times a week. “He 
was a saintly man. He taught me how to 
pray, teach and care for people during those 
eight months.” 
 Toward the end of his time in Kyoto, 
David’s father called and told him that Dr. 
Michael Brown was starting a Messianic 
Jewish seminary with a degree-granting 
program in Maryland. “When I heard that, 
I knew that was where God wanted me to 
study.” Though he was headed home, part 
of Japan was to come with him—while 

David was at the seminary in Kyoto, he 
met Harumi, a beautiful Osaka University 
student who had become a believer in 
Yeshua through the Beit Shalom Christians. 
She would become his wife.
 David graduated from Brown’s Messiah 
Yeshiva with a Masters degree in Messianic 
Jewish Studies. One day in 1999, he was 
reading Jesus, Paul and the Law by James 
Dunn, a New Testament scholar. Dunn 
argued that Paul advocated discontinuing 
the three basic Jewish practices of 
circumcision, food laws and festivals. “I saw 
that this meant that Yeshua-believing Jews 
should cease to be identifiable Jews.”
 “This brought me back,” says David, “to 
my childhood prayer, ‘Who am I?’ I thought 
to myself, ‘Is anyone in the Messianic Jewish 
world responding to this?’ I didn’t have the 
credentials necessary for this kind of discourse. 
And when it came to the issues Dunn was 
raising, one needed to engage in original 
languages. Our community needed scholars 
to enter into these discussions, and I felt the 
Lord wanted me to serve in this capacity.”
 David, Harumi and their two small 
girls, moved to Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary in Massachusetts so that David 
could pursue Masters degrees in Old 
Testament and Biblical Languages, including 
language study in Hebrew, Aramaic, Ugaritic, 
Akkadian, Greek, Latin and German. 
 David’s next step was a Ph.D. program 
at Cambridge University, where he had the 
opportunity to learn under the supervision 
of Dr. Markus Bockmuehl, a specialist in the 

areas of New Testament, Second Temple 
Judaism and Rabbinic literature.
 “The group of doctoral students I met 
at Cambridge became some of my closest 
friends who fully supported my calling 
and vision.” When David and this group 
finished their residency, they talked about 
collaborating on publishing projects. The 
recent Zondervan book (IMJ) is one fruit of 
that collaboration. David is currently working 
with Dr. Joel Willitts and Dr. Justin Hardin 
on a book, The Jewish New Testament: An 
Introduction to its Jewish Social & Conceptual 
Context. They are also collaborating on a 
22-volume series, The New Testament After 
Supersessionism. It will represent a new 
school of thought in New Testament studies, 
one that includes Messianic Jewish voices.
 David and his wife Harumi hope to go 
on raising and mentoring Messianic Jewish 
disciples, beginning with their daughters. 
David plans to continue to be a voice in 
the world of New Testament studies within 
various critical academic contexts. He is 
also active in developing relationships with 
Jewish scholars and leaders, as well as in 
Jewish/Christian dialogue, all toward serving 
the Messianic Jewish community. The urgent 
questions of spiritual and cultural identity 
that developed in the mind of seven-year-
old David Rudolph have blossomed into 
a life dedicated to loving God and God’s 
people, especially in helping to define and 
clarify what Messianic Judaism is to our 
movement and to the wider Jewish and 
Christian worlds. MT
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